
40

Altech UEC PVR9600T
Price: $399

TRIPLE BONUS
Three tuners means six recordings at once for Altech UEC’s well-priced 
PVR, and it has a healthy 1TB of storage on which to keep them.

First, there was the personal video 
recorder — a digital TV receiver with 
the ability to lay down the digital 
signal onto a hard disk. The usefulness 

of the PVR was then enhanced with a second 
digital tuner. You could record two programs 
at once. Since PVRs are essentially computers 
with TV tuners attached, and since computers 
have been getting a great deal faster and more 
powerful, soon there was the ability to record 
two programs at the same time from each 
tuner, for a total of four.

Australian firm Altech UEC has gone a step 
further with the UEC PVR9600T: three tuners, 
six simultaneous recordings. And designed 
and developed here in Australia.

But do pay close attention to the model 
number, or you might accidentally purchase 
the PVR6600Q, which has two tuners rather 
than three and a 500GB hard disk, rather than 
the useful one terabyte of this one.

EQUIPMENT
The PVR9600T has the usual slim dimensions 
for a PVR — only 53mm tall by 370mm wide 
— and weighs a little under two kilograms. 
A basic front-panel LED display shows the 
time when the unit is in standby mode, or the 
current channel when it’s on.

The power supply is a 12V off-board one. 
Output is via HDMI, with optical digital 
audio, stereo analogue audio and composite 
video outs. There is one antenna input, and 
a single antenna through-out. The aerial feed 
to the second and third tuners is kept internal 
and therefore neat.

There’s also an Ethernet socket and three 
USB 2.0 connections, one on the front panel. 
Control is via a standard IR remote control.

PERFORMANCE
On first start-up there was a slow boot because 
the unit took the opportunity to perform a 
scan of the airwaves, loaded all the stations, 
and also loaded up the EPG for all the stations. 
There’s no facility to get rid of duplicate 
channels, such as ABC 21 or SBS 34, though 
there is a kind of workaround, using favourites 
when jumping through channels. But on the 
EPG the duplicates still waste space.

Naturally I checked for new firmware 
pretty much as soon as I had the unit installed. 
The good and bad and good of the firmware 
upgrade — you can do it over the network; 
there isn’t a lot of information about what’s 
happening while it’s happening, which is a bit 
worrying; but it completed in a two or three 
minutes, so the worry wasn’t for very long.

We experienced a tricky clash of IR codes 
between a new LG Smart TV and this PVR. 
Mute on the PVR, for example, was also 
the power switch for the TV. That had me 
confusedly examining CEC settings for a 
couple of minutes until I worked out what was 
going on. The ‘Recordings’ key also adjusts 
the TV’s volume. I overcame this with some 
careful IR aiming and using a hand to shield 
the remotes. However Altech UEC does have 
an alternative remote which you can swap to 
on request, and that one doesn’t clash.

The unit can output video at any resolu-
tion from 576i up to 1080p. There is no 

auto setting, and the only way to change is 
by drilling down through the menu system, 
so it’s a bit inconvenient to set the output to 
the native resolution of the program. As it 
happens, the 1080p output quality was very 
good, with respectable adaptive deinterlacing 
depending on the program content, so for the 
most part we were able to just leave it on 1080p 
output, and rarely did feel I could have done 
better having my home theatre receiver doing 
the deinterlacing and scaling.

The unit was highly responsive to the 
remote, snapping up the menu or the EPG 
instantly at the press of the button, without 
any apparent grinding of gears. The EPG was 
nicely laid out (apart from those duplicate 
channels) and pleasantly styled.

With three tuners, the unit can record up to 
six programs at once, two at a time from each 
of three broadcast frequencies. In addition you 
can watch a seventh program, so long as it’s 
from one of those stations. But it’s actually a 
bit more flexible than that. Basically, you can 
record any set of six programs at once so long 
as they’re drawn from no more than three 
stations. So right now I have the four ABC 
channels — 2, 22, 23 and 24 — all recording, 
along with One HD and Prime SD. That gives 
you a tremendous amount of flexibility. It’s not 
only useful to record many things at once, it 
also stops you running short of recording slots 
during those minutes when one recording is 
still finishing off, while another has just started.

The PVR provides an option for padding 
your recordings before the start and after the 
scheduled finish time of programs, offering 2, 
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PERSONAL VIDEO RECORDER

Altech UEC PVR9600T 
personal video recorder
Price: $399

•	 Three tuner/six recordings  
for	great	flexibility

•	 Good	quality	1080p	output
•	 Good	value	for	money

•	 Could	have	some	more	skip	
options

TESTED WITH FIRMWARE VERSION: 1.1.7381
INPUTS: 1 x aerial for Digital TV reception
OUTPUTS: 1 x HDMI, 1 x composite video,  
1 x stereo analogue audio, 1 x optical 
digital audio, 1 x aerial loop out
OTHER: 3 x USB, 1 x Ethernet
STORAGE: 1TB hard disk
DIMENSIONS (whd): 370 x 53 x 240mm
WEIGHT: 1.8kg
WARRANTY: 12 months

CONTACT: Altech UEC Pty Ltd 
TELEPHONE: 02 9452 5777
WEB: www.uec.com.au

“With three tuners, the 

unit can record up 
to six programs at 

is recording. Even if you start a recording then 
you can still switch the unit off. The output 
stops and the panel reverts to the standby state, 
but the recording continues.

Playing back was initially a bit tricky 
because you are limited to just one forwards 
and one reverse jump interval, both of which 
were way too long to be useful to get past 
advertisements. However you can set the value 
of these. (I like 30 seconds forward and 15 
seconds reverse; our Editor likes 60 seconds 
and 15 seconds.) There are also fast forwards 
and reverse speeds of 2×, 4×, 8×, 16× and 32×, 
and a seek function which brings up a progress 
bar and allows you to use the arrows to slide 
along it to a different point in the program. 
Once again, the navigation keys were very 
responsive and jumped fast. 

If you watch part of a recording, the next 
time you watch it you get a choice of starting 
from the beginning or from where you left off. 
Subtitles also work properly on playback.

There’s provision for automatic buffering 
of what you’re watching so you can rewind live 
TV (at least the part that’s already shown, back 
to when you last changed station).

This PVR is not so much the networking 
machine, but it turns out that you can copy (or 
move, rather) your recordings to a USB device. 
The files turned out to be in standard transport 

stream (.ts) format, and so are easily playable 
on many devices, including, of course, the 
PVR9600T, so you can clear space available on 
the internal hard disk this way.

Media playback of other formats from USB 
was format dependent — for music MP3 and 
iTunes-style .m4a worked nicely (though there 
was no cover art or reading of tags), but not 
FLAC. For video, m4V (iTunes style again), 
mp4 and mkv files all played smoothly but 
MPEG2 and AVI video files wouldn’t show up 
at all. No photos would show. 

CONCLUSION
The Altech UEC PVR9600T is a well-developed 
triple-tuner PVR that worked reliably and 
brings the benefit of three tuners and intelligent  
features like Series Recording. It doesn’t go 
overboard on the smarts, which perhaps 
allows it to offer such good value given that 
useful 1TB hard drive. Stephen Dawson 

5, 10, 15 and 30 minutes for each. I normally 
choose 5 before the start and 30 after the end. 
(Not even that is a guarantee. One movie I’ve 
been keen to see for years was on in the early 
hours, but expecting it to start not more than 
five minutes before the scheduled time was 
apparently an expectation too high where 
WIN TV in Canberra is concerned.)

One point of uncertainty with recording is 
what your PVR is going to do if you set it to 
record two programs, one immediately after 
the other on the same channel. The normal 
practice seems to be for the first recording to 
complete, including any padding, and then the 
second recording to start partway through the 
second program. I like this PVR’s approach: 
it treats them quite independently. The first 
recording is complete, including padding on 
both ends. Likewise for the second. A small 
waste, perhaps, of recording space and tuner 
usage, but in its favour you get both programs 
uninterrupted, and if you watch the first you 
can delete it, knowing that it is isn’t required 
in order see the start of the next one.

Timer recordings must all be set via the 
EPG. You can also set Series Record timers so 
that all instances of a particular program will 
be recorded automatically. Timer recordings 
don’t switch the unit on. All that you see is a 
red light on the front panel, indicating the unit 

VERDICT

Neat	and	clear	interfaces	make	the	PVR9600T	a	pleasure	to	use,	with	an	overlay	bar	for	initial	
navigation	(top	right),	clear	EPG	and	good	options	under	the	recordings	list.	The	settings	screen	
(bottom	right)	here	shows	the	various	skips	for	the	transport	keys,	padding	and	timeshift	options.

The	PVR9600T’s	three	tuners	are	looped	internally,	so	the	rear	panel	presents	just	like	a	normal	PVR

once, two at a time 

from each of three 
broadcast frequencies.  
And you can 
watch a seventh...”


